
 

19 October 2018 

 

 

Dear Sir/madam,  

 
RE:Marsden Park North Precinct Masterplan Public Consultation 
 
BirdLife Southern New South Wales (BLSNSW) is a community group comprising local people concerned with 
the protection of native birds and their habitats. We are part of BirdLife Australia the national partner of 
BirdLife International, the world’s largest nature conservation Partnership, with over 13 million supporters. 
Our network of members, volunteers and supporters work toward a sustainable future for our native birds. 
 
We are writing to express our concerns regarding the Marsden Park North Precinct Masterplan in particular 
the proposal to remove and potentially offset wetlands important to migratory shorebirds. Many Migratory 
shorebirds depend on shallow water and adjacent mud or sand flats for feeding, odten species of these birds 
make long journeys each year in their annual migration to Australia where they reside for the spring and 
summer. These birds arrive in poor condition and require suitable habitat to recover. These migrants are under 
constant threat from the loss of vital feeding ("refuelling") habitat along their flyways and within Australia. 
Wetlands that have developed in the former settlement ponds on the property that was previously the 
Riverstone meatworks provide such habitat to a range of shorebirds.  
 
Members of Birdlife Southern NSW and our affiliate organisation the CBOC have made frequent observations 
of birds in the wetlands and surrounding paddocks recording up to 185 species, including 9 duck/swan species, 
11 migratory shorebirds, and 6 local shorebird species. This variety of wetland birds is impressive for such a 
small area and is due to the variety of habitats occurring there and the fertility of the mud substrate built up 
over decades, which produces abundant invertebrates that birds feed on. 
 
Birdlife has reviewed the Migratory Shorebird Assessment - Marsden Park North, by EcoLogical Australia, 
March 2018, this report considers habitat against DoE 2015 guidelines for wetlands is internationally or 
nationally important for migratory shorebirds. This includes whether it regularly supports above a percentage 
of the flyway population of a single species, or above a certain number of shorebirds of any species, or more 
than a certain number of shorebird species. 
 
On this basis the wetlands were not found to be internationally or nationally important. We submit that this 
assessment does not consider the values of the wetlands in its broader context within the region. 
Migratory shorebirds require shallow water to feed. During very wet seasons all other key wetlands in western 
Sydney flood – including the Pitt Town Lagoon Nature Reserve and other lagoons on the Hawkesbury 
floodplain. As a result shorebirds abandon these wetlands and seek refuge in the Riverstone Wetlands. We 
believe these Wetlands are the only flood-free haven for migratory and local shorebirds in Western Sydney. It 
is thanks to their elevated flood-free position that they provide the only habitat for shorebirds during these 
events, they are also free from destructive Gambusia and European Carp fish that are spread by floods. 
It is this key feature that makes the Riverstone wetlands unique and of particular importance to shorebirds. 
Because of this and the established nature of the site we request that the significance of the wetland is 
revaluated and that every effort is made to maintain the current wetlands. 
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Should it not be possible to retain the existing wetlands we request that specialist ornithologists with 
experience developing successful shorebird habitat are engaged to guide the plans to develop and manage the 
wetland. We would expect that replacement wetland would include the following:  
• Contain habitat areas totalling at least 8 ha.  
• Be located above flood level, fed by local rainfall, and have fluctuating water-levels including being 

periodically dry. 
• Include the range of wetland habitats present in the existing Riverstone Wetlands. 
• Have wide buffer zones of at least 100-150 m around wetland habitat areas. 
• Be designed with expert knowledge of habitat requirements of migratory shorebirds to include features 

such as an open landscape aspect (setback of tall structures such as buildings, trees) critical for migratory 
shorebirds requiring a clear view of the approach of aerial or terrestrial predators. 

• Minimal artificial light at night. 
• Should coexist with the existing wetland for at least12 – 24 months and have suitable habitat and 

recorded use by migratory shorebirds prior to the removal of the existing wetlands. 

We strongly advocate that no flooding of new wetlands from any large watercourses should be allowed since it 
would introduce Gambusia and possibly European Carp, seriously degrading the new facility and adding to 
complications of management. Freedom from these pests is one of the main advantages of the existing 
wetlands. 
Sincerely, 
 

Luke Durrington 
Conservation Officer 
Birdlife Southern NSW 
Conservation.BirdlifeSNSW@gmail.com 
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